Service for the Lord's Day

Epiphany Sunday January 5, 2014

PRAYER OF PREPARATION (each person prays silently)

God of new beginnings, like the magi we journey into the presence of the Christ Child. There we
offer our joy and laughter, that they might be made holy. We give up our bitterness, hatred and
worry, that we might be made whole once more, through the living Spirit of Christ. Amen.
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PRELUDE Selected
WELCOME John Tieken
*INTROIT # 68  “What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright” (v. 1-2) Coffin, 1736

*CALL TO WORSHIP

A new year has dawned; the old is past and gone.
This is a time for beginnings, a time to encounter the Creative God once again.
The Word became flesh and lived among us,
and we have seen God'’s glory,
the glory of the Father's only Son,
full of grace and truth.
Therefore, let us worship our God and our King.
We have come to worship the Word made Flesh!

*HYMN#56 “The First Nowell” 17" Century English Carol
CALL TO CONFESSION

Why do we huddle in the shadowed corners of life, rather than running to the Light of life? Why do we
love the wrong we do rather than grasping the good news offered to us? As we struggle with such
questions, let us speak to God of all we have failed to do, seeking hope and grace as we pray. We will
pray first silently, then together using the words in the bulletin.

SILENT PRAYER (A time of silence for personal prayer)

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION

We search for your light, Holy One, but too often end up settling for the dimness of
temptation. Our motives for seeking to find Christ are not always pure, for we expect him to
fulfill our desires, rather than your hopes for us. We want the gifts of wealth, health, success,
fulfillment, rather than those of servanthood, of compassion, or of peace. Forgive us,
Mighty Sovereign, that we are so foolish to put our needs ahead of your grace. Help us to be

like those wise people of so long ago, who found hope, instead of a destination; who found
grace, instead of gratitude; who found salvation, instead of a sign. As we journey with your
Son, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, fill us with the light of your joy and love. Amen.

LORD HAVE MERCY Kyrie Eleison
“Lord, have mercy upon us,
Christ have mercy upon us, Lord have mercy upon us.”

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

We will stand up with joy! Grace has been poured into our hearts, love has flooded our souls,
the light of hope shines in us, for we have been forgiven by Jesus himself!

This is the light which has come to all, the light we will carry and give to everyone we meet,
this day and each day. Thanks be to God. Amen.

*GLORIA PATRI  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the #579
Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now,
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.
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PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

FIRST SCRIPTURE Isaiah 60: 1 -9 Bibles, p.649 / LG. p. 844
The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God

HYMN #63 “As with Gladness Men of Old” Kocher, 1838

SECOND SCRIPTURE Matthew 2: 1 —12 Bibles, p.01/LG. p.02
The Word of the Lord Thanks be to God

SERMON “The Gifts of Kings” Rev. Candice L. Klein
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*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

“When the fullness of time came God sent his Son, his eternal wisdom, the substance of his
own glory, into this world, who took the nature of humanity from the substance of a woman,
a virgin, by means of the Holy Ghost. And so was born the ‘just seed of David,’ the ‘Angel of
the great counsel of God,’ the very Messiah promised, whom we confess and acknowledge to
be Emmanuel, true God and true man, two perfect natures united and joined into one
person.” This, we believe, Amen. — The Scots Confession 3.06



MINISTRY OF TITHES AND OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY “Let Us Break Bread Together”

African American Spiritual
Bert Lowe

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Those who are able may come down the center aisle to be served. If you prefer, please
remain seated and the elements will be brought to you. The outer rings of the communion tray
contain grape juice and the inner rings contain wine.
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*HYMN# 66 “We Three Kings of Orient Are”

Hopkins, Jr., 1857

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*RESPONSE #40 “Joy to the World!” (v. 1) Watts, 1719

POSTLUDE Selected

(*) Those who are able may stand.
Bold italic letters indicate congregational responses.

Into the Church Triumpéanf
ﬂorof@ ﬁﬂj Womack Box

December 30, 2013

This week’s prayers and concerns: the family of Dorothy Box, Jane & Tolly Dill, Neil & Mariella
Pennal, Linda & Mark Davis, Jordan, and Sunshine, Jack Clark, Joyce Huggins, and the staff and
leadership of Grace Presbytery.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sun.. 01/05 8:30-9:30a.m. Chancel Choir Practice
Wed. 01/08 4:30-5:30p.m. Kids for God
Wed. 01/08 10:30a.m. Fellowship Committee Meeting

Pastor: Rev. Candice L. Klein 903-392-8443 fpchendersonrev@aol.com
Church Secretary: Martha Hicks
Organist & Choir Director: Mary Tidwell  Pianist: Sally Hosea
Custodian: Bob Schauwecker

... and there, ahead of them, went the star that
they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over
the place where the child was.
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