
— Gather ing — 
Prelude  #766         “The Church of Christ Cannot Be Bound”                  Tice, 2005 

Welcome                       Rev. Michele R. Goff 

Opening Sentences 
A t in y  s e ed  th a t  bu rg eon s  i n to  a  m a j es t i c  t r e e  w i th  b r an c he s  t h a t  o f f e r  s h e l t e r  a nd  s had e ;    

o r  y ea s t ,  h i dd en  w i th in  a  bu sh e l  o f  f l ou r ,  t ha t  t r an s fo r m s  t h e  d ough  in  d ue  t i m e :     

t h i s  i s  w h a t  t h e  k i n g d o m  o f  h e a v e n  i s  l i k e .   
 

We g at he r  ’ ro und  J e s us — our  te a ch er  an d  Lo rd — se ek ing  w i sdo m and  und er s ta nd i ng ,    

l ong ing  fo r  a  fo r e t a s te  o f  t he  k i ngd o m o f  he av en .   

L e t  a n y o n e  w i t h  e a r s  t o  h e a r  l i s t e n !   

Prayer of the Day 

Hymn #336 (559)                    “We Gather Together”                                     Valerius,1626 

(A l t e rna te  hym n numbe r s  a r e  f o r  the  o ld  b lue  hymna l s . )  

Confession  
Tru s t in g  th a t  th e  Sp i r i t  p l e ad s  fo r  u s ,  l e t  u s  co m e b e fo r e  t he  Lo rd  in  hon e s t  con fe s s i on .   
 

G o d ,  y o u r  k i n g d o m  c o n f o u n d s  u s .  Y o u  c h a l l e n g e  o u r  a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t  r i g h t  l i v i n g  

a n d  s t r e t c h  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  w h a t  h o l d s  w o r t h .   Y o u  r e v e r s e  o u r  e x p e c t a t i o n s  a n d  

r e o r d e r  o u r  p r i o r i t i e s  u n t i l  t h e y  r e f l e c t  y o u r  v i s i o n  o f  w e l l - b e i n g  f o r  a l l .   Y o u r  

k i n g d o m  s u r p r i s e s  u s  w i t h  g r a c e  u p o n  g r a c e .   B u t  w e  c l i n g  t o  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  t h i s  w o r l d ,  

w h i c h  p r i v i l e g e  p r o d u c t s  o v e r  p e o p l e ,  s u c c e s s  o v e r  s e r v i c e ,  a n d  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  

r e s o u r c e s  o v e r  t h e  c o m m o n  g o o d .  O p e n  u s  t o  n e w  w a y s  o f  l i v i n g  t h a t  e m b o d y  y o u r  

d e s i r e  f o r  c r e a t i o n  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a  c o m m o n w e a l t h  m a r k e d  b y  j u s t i c e  a n d  j o y .    

Assurance of Pardon 
F r i e nd s ,  b e l i ev e  th e  good  n ew s  o f  th e  go sp e l :  i n  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  w e  a r e  f o r g i v e n !     

—Word — 

Prayer for Illumination 

Scripture 

Our  f i r s t  l e s son  tod a y  i s  f ro m P au l ’ s  l e t te r  to  t he  Ro ma ns ,  c ha p te r  8  v e r se s  26  th r o ugh  39 .  

Th e  Lo rd  i s  o u r  Go d ,  th e  Lo r d  a lon e .  L i s t e n  to  t h e  wor d  o f  th e  Lo rd .   

       T h i s  i s  t he  word  o f  th e  Lo rd .  T h a n k s  b e  t o  G o d .  

Our  go sp e l  l e s s on  i s  f ro m th e  gosp e l  a c co rd in g  to  M at th ew c ha p te r  13  v e r s es  3 1  th r ough  33 ,  

con t in u i ng  w i t h  v e r s e s  44  t h rou gh  52 .  L i s t en  to  t he  word  o f  t h e  Lo rd .  

Ke ep  th e se  wor ds  in  your  he a r t .  Th e  Lo rd  i s  ou r  God ,  t he  Lo r d  a lon e .  T h a n k s  b e  t o  G o d .   
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Sermon                               “Bread, Treasure and Dragnets“         Rev. Michele R. Goff 

Ascription of Praise 

— Response  — 

Hymn #687 (210)       “Our God, Our Help in Ages Past“                 Watts, 1719 
(A l t e rna te  hym n numbe r s  a r e  f o r  the  o ld  b lue  hymna l s . )  

Prayers of Intercession 
Loving God, you cause rain to fall on the just and the unjust.  

Hear our prayers for your church and world: 

for the hungry and the overfed, may we have enough;  

for the mourners and the mockers, may we laugh together;  

for the victims and the oppressors, may we share power wisely;  

for the peacemakers and the warmongers, may clear truth and stern love lead us to harmony;  

for the silenced and the propagandists, may we speak our own words in truth; 

for the unemployed and the overworked, may our mark on this earth be kindly and creative;  

for the troubled and the secure, may we live together as wounded healers;  

for the homeless and the pampered, may our homes be simple, warm, and welcoming;  

for the vibrant and the dying, may we all die to sin and live to love. Amen. 

Lord’s Prayer—Unison 
O u r  F a t h er  w h o  a r t  i n  h e a v e n ,   

h a l l o w ed  b e  t hy  na m e ,   

t h y  k i n g d o m  c o m e ,  t h y  w i l l  b e  d o n e ,   

o n  e a r t h  a s  i t  i s  i n  he a v e n .   

G i v e  us  t h i s  d a y  o u r  d a i l y  b r e a d ;   

a n d  f o r g i v e  us  o ur  d e b t s  a s  w e  f o r g i v e  ou r  d e b t o r s ;   

a n d  l e a d  us  n ot  i n t o  t e m p t a t i o n  b ut  d e l i ve r  us  f r o m  e v i l .   

F o r  t h i n e  i s  t h e  k i n g d o m  a nd  t h e  p o w e r  a n d  t h e  g l o r y ,  f o r e v e r ,  A m e n .   

Invitation to Offering  
At  th i s  t i m e  in  t h e  s e r v i c e ,  w e  wo u ld  u su a l l y  co l l e c t  ou r  g i f t s  an d  o f f e r i ng s .  E ve n  t ho ugh  we  

a r e  wor sh ipp ing  d i f f e ren t l y ,  we  a r e  s t i l l  do ing  th e  wo rk  o f  th e  c hu r ch .  W e a r e  t ha n k f u l  t ha t  

you  con t in u e  to  sup p or t  ou r  c hu r ch  an d  h er  mi n i s t r i e s  w i th  yo ur  t i m e ,  t a l en t  a nd  t r ea su re .  

Th an k  you !  

Prayer of Dedication 
G o d  o f  u n e nd i n g  g i f t s ,  w e  p r a i s e  y o u  f o r  y o u r  a b u n d a nt  g o o d n e s s .  A s  y o u  a r e  g e ne r o u s ,  w e  

w a n t  t o  b e  g e n er o u s  t o o .  M a y  t h e  g i f t s  w e  b r i n g  e x t e n d  y o u r  g e n e r o s i t y  i n t o  t he  w o r l d ,  s o  

t h a t  a l l  p e op l e  m a y  b e  m a d e  w h o l e  b y  y o u r  g o o d n e s s  a n d  g r a c e .  A m e n .  

— Sending — 
Blessing and Charge 

M ay  th e  b l e s s in g  o f  t he  T r i n i t y — h o l y ,  h o l y ,  h o l y  Lo rd — be  w i th  you  n ow  and  a lways .  A l l e l u i a !  

Lead  a  l i f e  wor th y  o f  you r  ca l l ing ,  g i v i ng  g lory  t o  God  in  a l l  t h i ngs .  A m e n .  

Hymn #643 (555)          “Now Thank We All Our God”                            Rinkart, 1636 

(A l t e rna te  hym n numbe r s  a r e  f o r  the  o ld  b lue  hymna l s . )  

“Serving God, Honoring Creation, Embracing Differences”  


