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*Doxology # 607  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, Praise Christ, all people here below; 
Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.  

*Prayer of Dedication  
For gifts abundant and for grace abounding, we give you thanks, generous God. 
Bless the gifts we bring today. 
Use these gifts and our lives to be your gift of grace to others. Amen. 
 

— Sending — 
*Hymn #122    Silent Night, Holy Night      
*Candle Lighting 
Beginning with the Christ Candle, Rev Michele will pass the light from candle to candle along 
the aisle, moving from the front of the sanctuary to the back. The light will grow outward as we 
all share the light of Christ, just as Christ’s love is shared in the world. Please keep your candles 
lit for the remainder of worship.  
*Litany for Light  
In the beginning and in the midst of darkness, God spoke. Let there be light. 
… May our actions and generosity shine in the world. Let there be light. 
*Congregational Response  O Holy Night (refrain) 
 Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we,  
 Let all within us praise his holy name. Christ is the Lord!  
 O praise his name forever! His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim; (repeat) 
*Blessing and Charge  
The loving kindness of the Lord our God, the grace of Jesus Christ our Savior, 
and the renewing power of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Alleluia! 
Go and tell this good news of great joy: to us a Savior is born. Amen. 
Postlude    Go, Tell it on the Mountain 
You may sit after the light passes you in the aisle.  
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(*) Please rise in body or in spirit 
Bold Italic Letters indicate congregational response 

 
 
 
 
 
 

—Gathering —   

Prelude     Once in Royal David’s City      Joshua Allen 
Welcome  
*Candle Lighting                       Liturgist: Carol Scoggins 
As we light the Christ candle, we watch for the Christmas story around us.  
Emmanuel has come and is coming. Come, all ye faithful, and worship God. 
*Candle Lighting Hymn #314 (Chorus) 
 Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness.  
 Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.  
*Opening Sentences  
In the holy darkness of this night, amid labor pains and newborn cries,  
angel songs and tremors of fear, tears of relief and looks of amazement,  
our Savior takes his first breath. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel has come to us. 
*Hymn #134    Joy to the World 
Confession  
Let us confess the ways we have done harm, that we may be part of the healing. 

Emmanuel,  
you have given us a gift that we can never deserve.  
You do not ask us to be worthy.  
You do not ask us to earn your love.  
Yet the ways we have fallen short threaten to overtake us.  
But we know we can come to you, even on this holiest of nights,  
to seek the forgiveness you offer so freely, grateful for your mercy. 

Assurance of Pardon  
The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to us all!  
With Christ’s birth comes forgiveness and redemption.  

Glory to God in the highest heaven,  
and on earth peace among all humankind! 

*Gloria #113 (Chorus) 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
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— Word — 
Prayer for Illumination  
First Testament Reading   Isaiah 9:2-7           Bible p.  600, LG p. 780-781 
Treasure these words and ponder them in your heart. 
Second Testament Reading   Titus 2:11-14                           Bible p. 202-203, LG p. 262 
Hear God’s word for us. 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us. Thanks be to God. 
Gospel      Luke 2:1-20                                      Bible p. 54-55, LG p. 71 
Hear God’s wisdom for us.  
The wisdom of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.  
Sermon                   The Insistence of Miracles            Rev. Michele Goff
      
Ascription of Praise  

— Response — 
*Hymn #115      Away in a Manger 
*Affirmation of Faith  
Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.27 

The one sufficient revelation of God is Jesus Christ,  
the Word of God incarnate, to whom the Holy Spirit  
bears unique and authoritative witness through the Holy Scriptures,  
which are received and obeyed as the word of God written.  

Prayers of Intercession  
Remember God’s message: Do not be afraid! Therefore we pray with hope and joy.  
O Christ, our light, hear our prayer. 
 
… We ask these things with joy, O God, confident in the knowledge of your goodness; 
and we ask these things with hope, knowing that our redeemer is here— 
for to us is born a Savior, the Messiah, the Lord, Jesus Christ,  
in whose holy name we pray. Amen.  
Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever, Amen.  

Invitation to Offering  
Offertory     Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 


