PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father which art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our
debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
OFFERTORY King of Kings Jack Brooks
*Doxology #607

Praise God from whom all blessings flow, Praise Christ, all people here below;

Praise Holy Spirit evermore; Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION

—Sending—
*HYMN #738 O Master, Let me Walk with Thee
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE Day is Done Jack Brooks

You may be seated after the light passes you in the aisle.
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, HENDERSON, TX
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 20, 2026

— Gathering —

PRELUDE SeekYe First

Jack Brooks

WELCOME Liturgist: Louise Cochran
*CALLTO WORSHIP

Greatis the Lord and greatly to be praised.

God’s greatness is unsearchable.

From generation to generation, we sing of your righteousness.

The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
*HYMN #451 Open My Eyes That | May See
CALLTO CONFESSION

God loves us and calls us by name. Too frequently, we stake our claim on that tenderness

and use it as a weapon against others, forgetting that God’s love does not build walls but

knocks them down. Let us set down our burdens and our defenses as we confess our sins
in front of God and one another.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Almighty God, when we follow the path of Jonah and allow our anger and frustration to
cut us off from others, you sit next to us and call us back to your way of mercy,
love and redemption. It is one thing to accept these gifts for ourselves; it is another
to extend them to those who frustrate us. Forgive us for our anger, resentment, and
desire to hoard. We lay these impulses at your feet and ask that you create a new
heart within us, one modeled after your steadfast love and generosity. Help us to
see the world in new ways. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.
The old has gone; a new life has begun.

Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.
Thanks be to God.

*Gloria Patri #5821
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end.
Amen, amen.

—Word—

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Eternal God, you know our hearts and minds. Bless this time together that in reading,
hearing and reflecting on your Word together, we may be changed. We surrender this
time to you and ask for your blessing upon it. Amen.

FIRST SCRIPTURE READING
The word of God.
Thanks be to God.

Genesis 21:1-7 Bible p. 16, Lg p. 20

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 13:31-33;44-52
The word of God for the people of God.

Bible p. 14, Lg p. 17-18

Thanks be to God.
SERMON When Everything Changes, God Remains Faithful Rev. Naveen Naschal
—Response—
*HYMN #450 Be Thou My Vision

* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (The Apostles’ Creed)
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Creator of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived of the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He
arose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty, from whence He shall come to
Judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and life everlasting. Amen.



